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idea from the extreme covetousness and eagerness
which our people display to obtain their beaver skins.

Not less amusing is the remark of a certain Saga-
more, who, having heard M. de Potrincourt say that
the King was young and unmarried: ‘‘ Perhaps,’’ said
he, ““ I may let him marry my daughter; but accord-
ing to the usages and customs of the country, the King
must make me some handsome presents; namely,
four or five barrels of bread, three of peas or beans,
one of tobacco, four or five cloaks worth one hundred
sous apiece, bows, arrows, harpoons, and other similar
articles.”’

Such are the marks of intelligence in the people of
these countries, which are very sparsely populated,
especially those of the Soriquois and Etechemins,
which are near the sea; although [34] Membertou as-
sures us that in his youth he has seen c/zmonutz, that is
to say, Savages, as thickly planted there as the hairs
upon his head. It is maintained that they have thus
diminished since the French have begun to frequent
their country; for, since then they do nothing all
summer but eat; and the result is that, adopting an
entirely different custom and thus breeding new
diseases, they pay for their indulgence during the
autumn and winter by pleurisy, quinsy and dysen-
tery, which kill them off. During this year alone
sixty have died at Cape de la Heéve, which is the
greater part of those who lived there; yet not one of
all M. de Potrincourt’s little colony has even been
sick, notwithstanding all the privations they have
suffered; which has caused the Savages to apprehend
that God protects and defends us as his favorite and
well-beloved people.

What I say about the sparseness of the population



